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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject:  Language Arts 
 

Estimated Length of 
Unit:  9 wks 

Beginning Date: Projected 
Ending Date: 

Course:  Unit 3  Twelve Angry Men 
 

Grade:  8th 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: Justice, Prejudice, Doubt, One Against Many, 
Perseverance, Bias 

  1.   How should a person accused of a crime be treated? 
  2.   What are the strengths and weaknesses of this system from a civic point of view? 
  3.   How does the play/film Twelve Angry Men deepen our understanding of the constitutional guarantee 
        of the right to trial by jury and the role of the jury system in American democracy? 
  4.   What is the importance of social responsibility and the problems that may result from putting         
        individual needs ahead of obligations to society?    
  5.   What does the role of doubt play in the world of the justice system and our everyday lives?     
  6.   What are the strengths and weaknesses of the American jury system that the play exposes?  Do these  
        strengths and weaknesses exist today in the jury system?    
  7.   What is the impact of social prejudice on people? 
  8.   To whom or what are we responsible? 
  9.   What responsibility do we have to ourselves? Our community? The world?      
10.   What are the drawbacks of being held responsible for something?      
11.   What is the relationship between age and level of responsibility? At what age should we be totally 
        responsible and accountable for our actions?     
 

UBD Stage One-Desired Results 
A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 

 1.  Cite specific provisions in the Constitution relating to the right to a trial by jury and discuss 
how they help to ensure equal justice under the law. 
 
2.   Explain the reasons for requiring a jury in criminal cases. 
3.  Write a proper analytical essay 

   4.  Recognize the need for citizens to fulfill their civic obligation of jury duty. 
                            
B. Students will understand that… 
1.   The United States jury system has strengths and weaknesses 
2.   The responsibilities we have to ourselves, community, and the world  
3.   At a certain age they are totally responsible and accountable for their actions 
 
C. Students will know… 
1. The responsibilities and functions of a jury 
2.  The difference between subjective, objective, bias and unbiased decisions   
3.  The influence the setting has on the characters attitude, actions and words 
D. Students will be Skilled at…Literary Analysis Prompt (SLO) Twelve Angry Men may be 
interpreted as a comment on the American justice system, but it also contains a deeper comment 
on human nature in general .  In your opinion, what is the universal theme of Twelve Angry 
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Men?  How do the lines and actions of the characters reveal this theme 
1.  Write arguments t support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
2.  Use conventions of grammar and style to demonstrate command of language standards 
3.  Use transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts,  
4.  Exploring various themes within a play in small groups 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
       

Frameworks 
CCSS 

Reading 
CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 
 
 
 
 
 

RL8.1, 8.2, 
8.3, 8.4, 8.6, 
8.10 

W.8.1, .8.2., .8.3, 
8.4, 8.5, 
W.8.9,W.8.10 
L.8.1-8.4,L.8.5, 
L.8.6 

SL.8.1, 8.4,8.6 

Unit Specific Vocabulary:  Jury, deliberate, coincidence, defendant, prosecution, mandatory, 
requirement, acquittal, arrogance, circumstances, logical, intimidate, verdict, case, murder in the 
first degree, testimony, the accused, reasonable doubt, guilty, alternate juror, open-and shut-case, 
assault, burglary, customary, to send someone to the chair, to serve a jail term for forgery, 
prosecuting attorney, motive, mugging, menace to society, defense, eyewitness, trail, exhibit, 
executioner phony story, evidence, plaintiff, verdict, admissibility, burden of proof, 
manslaughter, felony murder, premeditated, criminal trail... 
 
 
 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 
Pre Assessment 

• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 
 
Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  

•  Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________ 
•  Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric  to the end of this unit.__________ 
Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  

□ Comic Strip  □ Diary   
□ Interview   □ Letter to the Editor   
□ Newspaper Story □ Radio Program   
□ Newscast □ Monologue   
□ Poem or Song □ Slideshow   
□ Brochure □ Model   
□ Press Conference □ Play   
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□ Soundtrack □ Essay   
□ Rewrite □ Oral Interpretation   
□  □    

 

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 
Anchoring Activity 

Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring Activity 
 

	  

Now	  that	  you	  have	  established	  what	  the	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  unit	  
of	  study,	  now	  plan	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  learning	  experiences.	  	  

Overview	  of	  the	  Teaching	  Activities	  for	  this	  Unit	  of	  Instruction	  

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 
Lesson # 
Date/Day 

 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or do) 

Day 1 & 2 Opening Activity:  Analysis of the 
Constitution Provisions—Article III and 
Amendments V , VI, and XIV, the 
Supreme Court rights to a trial by jury   
Introduce the author biography,  
background information on the book, 
and the essential question 
“How should someone accused of a crime 
be treated?” 
TTW read aloud each vocabulary word 
and sample sentences for Section 1 Act 1 

TSW work in small groups to carefully 
review the rights guaranteed to individuals 
accused of criminal acts and, in the process, 
make two lists: 

1.  Provisions that relate directly 
to the right to a trial by jury 

2. Provisions that the jurors 
themselves should take into 
account in their deliberations 

TSW take note on author and  background 
information  
Quick Write on the essential question 
 
TSW share their ideas in class discussion 
and then record them in their journals  
 
TSW recite words, use dictionaries to 
confirm definitions of words and write an 
original sentence using each word. 

Day 3 Assign TS Section 1 to read with the 
purpose in mind: Read to discover how 
one individual voice can affect justice. 
Literary Element:  Setting 

TSW read Section 1 of the play, use the 
literary element chart on setting to analyze 
how the influence of the setting on the 
characters by using one column to write 
details and on the opposite side write ways in 
which those details influence the attitudes, 
words, and actions of the characters. 

 
Day 4 Read Section 1  TSW continue  and complete reading Section 
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Review the setting and Literary Element 
chart 
Question and discuss over section 1  
Textual Analysis Writing Activity  
 

1 Write a summary in journals 
Review and share their examples from their 
charts 
Work independently to complete Section1 
After Reading:  Comprehension and 
Analysis questions 
TSW write on the following statement:  Is it 
ever possible to be completely objective, or 
unbiased, about a decision? Why or why 
not? Use examples from the text to support 
your answer. 

 
Day 4 Section 2:  Introduce vocabulary 

Read to discover how logic and emotion 
work together to prevent injustice. 
Introduce Literary Element:  Stage 
Directions: setting, scene, action, and 
characters, 
 
 

TSW use Frayer Model  with index card 
write the word on the opposite side and on 
the other side make four squares one for 
sentence, definition, antonym, synonym, or 
picture  
Begin reading section 2  
Use journal to record summary, notes or 
confirm predictions as they read. 

Day 6 Read Section 2 
Analyze Stage Directions and Literary 
Element chart 
Question and discuss over section 2 
Textual Analysis Writing Activity  
 

TSW read, answer questions and respond to 
text by writing 

Day 7 & 8 Read Section 3 
Assessing Student Understanding: 
Drama Test 

TSW complete section 3 reading and  take a 
three-part assessment consisting of a set of 
objective questions and two short-answer 
questions 

Day  9, 10 & 11 Assessing students Understanding: The 
Essential Question Prompt and Rubric 
TTW model introduction, work with 
students on body paragraphs and 
providing evidence from text, and 
developing conclusion paragraph 
  

Review rubric  
Essay 1—Reginald Rose demonstrates how 
humans use both logic and emotion to 
administer justice.  In Twelve Angry Men, 
some of the jurors rely more on logic, some 
on emotion, to determine the defendant’s 
fate.  Choose three jurors and explain how 
they use logic, emotion, or both to arrive at 
their decision by the end of the play.  
Support your opinions and ideas with 
specific examples from the text.  
Day 9 First Draft—intro and body 
paragraphs  
Day 10 body and conclusion paragraphs 
Day 11 Revise/Edit/Rewrite/Share 1 or 2 
papers 

Day 12 Socratic Seminar Inner/Outer Circle or 
Fishbowl 

TSW read and annotate text, participate by 
listening, asking and answering questions 
about text 
After the Seminar—complete a self-
assessment-participant and observation 
checklist 

Day  13, 14, 15 & 
16  

Assessing students Understanding: The 
Literary Analysis prompt and Rubric 
TTW model introduction, work with 
students on body paragraphs and 

Review rubric  
Essay 2— Twelve Angry Men may be 
interpreted as a comment on the American 
justice system, but it also contains a deeper 
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providing evidence from text, and 
developing conclusion paragraph 
  

comment on human nature in general.  In 
your opinion, what is the universal theme of 
Twelve Angry Men?  How do the lines and 
actions of the characters reveal this theme.  
Support your opinions and ideas with 
specific examples from the text.  
Day 13 First Draft—intro and body 
paragraphs  
Day 14 &15 body and conclusion paragraphs 
Day 16 Revise/Edit/Rewrite/Share 1 or 2 
papers 

Day 17 & 18 Extension Activities:  Cross-Curricular 
Connection 
Assign groups  questions to research 
using laptops or I-pads   

TSW work in groups to research and 
analyze the historical context of the play.  
They will be given question to answer and 
present their findings in a presentation that 
includes visual support including at least 
three credible sources. 

Day 19 Media Connection:   Twelve Angry Men TSW take notes while watching the film. 
Then they will answer the following 
questions:  How, if at all, has American 
justice changed in the half century since the 
film was made?  What issues would no 
longer come up in a jury deliberation? 
What aspects of the script are clearer on 
film?  
Compare and contrast Twelve Angry Men to 
modern day situations of prejudice and 
justice (example O. J. Simpson, Travon 
Martin incident…etc. 

Day 20 Research The Bill of Rights and Jury 
Quiz 
The Bill of rights-Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia.html 

TSW research for information under the 
link and be ready to fill in the gaps in the 
definition of the Bill of Rights.  Then 
students will listen to the Bill of Rights 
paying close attention to the Amendments 
that touch on the issue of jury system and 
mark their numbers.   
TSW check their knowledge of a jury by 
answering 7 questions containing to a jury  

Day 21 Preliminary Discussion and Evidence  
What is evidence? 
What do you know about witnesses? 
What do you know about evidence in 
different countries? 

TSW read to answer and have discussion of 
the questions 

Day 22 Lines in Debate Small group (3-4 in each group) will choose 
one statement that they believe was the most 
important in the play. After choosing what 
they believe, they come up with reasons why 
their chosen statement is such.  After 
choosing their statement and crafting their 
justification, a student from each group is 
the designated debater for his/her team and 
must face the designate of an opposing team.  
The remaining teams vote for the most 
effective argument.  Debates and votes 
continue until one debater/group is left and 
is declared the winner 
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Day 23-27 Mock Trail 
Rubric e 

TSW form a team of defense and persecution 
for a hypothetical case. Assign judges, 
jurors, and reporters.  TSW research their 
position they are assigned, write an essay on 
their responsibilities, and work with their 
team to build a case.  Project will culminate 
in a full trail, which will be covered by the 
“press.” 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


